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Shalom

This will be my last article to you as President of Temple Beth 
Tzedek.  I have completed my term as President.  At the Board 
of Trustees meeting held on June 9, 2009.  Harvey Sanders was 
elected the new President and I have moved up to Chairman of 
the Board.  

I feel that we have accomplished a lot over the past year, our 
first year of operation as Temple Beth Tzedek.  As you all know, 
Beth Tzedek came about through the merger of two long time 
synagogues in our community: Temple Shaarey Zedek and 
Temple Beth El.

The process of merging has not been without some pain and 
turmoil, but that was to be expected.  While we are both 
Conservative synagogues, there were cultural differences that 
had to be overcome.  I can’t tell you how many times I heard 
“Why are “we” (referring to TBT) doing (whatever it is) this 
way? “We” (referring to a predecessor synagogue) did this 
(whatever it is) this way.”   

Our objective, of course, is to proceed in the “Temple Beth 
Tzedek” way and begin establishing our own culture, keeping in 
mind the traditions of the predecessor synagogues.  Many of the 
reasons for merging were because old methods no longer were 
the best way to operate and survive over the long term. We have 
financial considerations as well as the issue of a shrinking local 
Jewish community.  The Jewish community as a whole is also 
looking at the changing demographics. Our successful merger 
could serve as a model for what can and must be accomplished.   

Before I go any further, I have to thank again the many, many 
individuals who have worked so hard over the last year to make 
the merger go as well as it has.  Your Board of Trustees has 
worked tirelessly to make the merger work.  Results appear 
to have happened seamlessly but a lot of effort was required 
to achieve these results. For the most part, we have worked 
in the best interests of the synagogue. Discussions have been 
constructive and led to decisions that will allow us to move 
forward for many years as a vibrant organization serving the 
local Conservative movement.

On May 31, we held out first annual Temple Ball.  The Ball 
was a financial and social success.  Those in attendance had a 
wonderful time.  My thanks to David and Beverly Schiller and 
their dedicated committee for their hard work. Anyone who did 
not attend missed a wonderful evening.  Plan to attend next year.  
We expect the Ball to become an annual affair which will be the 
highlight of our social season.

The Board has recommended the hiring of Rabbi Netter, which 
will be voted on at a congregational meeting July 7.

During the past year, Rabbi Conn has served as our interim 
Rabbi.  He has been appointed to a full-time position, and at 
the end of July, he and his family are moving on.  I want to 
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Time and again this year, I met people 
who told me they came to Buffalo only 
temporarily—and ended up staying 
for a lifetime. Now, after nearly a 
year living in Buffalo, I understand. 
Buffalo has a bad reputation out there 
in the rest of the world. The mention 
of Buffalo evokes images of piles of 
snow and shuttered factories. Buffalo 
is the gray, dismal place you pass 
through on the way to Niagara Falls. 
Buffalo is a perennial loser in sports, 
in economics and in demographics. 
Lots of people come from Buffalo, only to end up somewhere 
else. 

But Buffalo starts looking different once you live here. People 
greet you with enthusiasm wherever you go. Strangers hold 
open doors and readily offer directions. Cars yield the right of 
way at four way stops (though not when there is a yellow light). 
Trips across town never take more than twenty minutes—even 
in rush hour. Drive down the right streets and you can be 
dazzled by architectural wonders. Keep your eyes on the arts 
section and you will discover a vibrant cultural life. Stay patient 
through the admittedly long winter and reap the reward of a 
gentle spring that lasts well into June. 

And then there is the Jewish community as I have experienced 
it through our congregation. For those of us socialized in the 
suburbs of New York, Boston or Los Angeles, the spirit of 
Buffalo’s Jews comes as a pleasant surprise. Used to being 
surrounded by fickle consumers who could belong just as easily 
to one synagogue or the other--or none at all--we marvel at 
the dedication of Buffalo’s Jews to their synagogues. Families 
attend and support the same synagogue for generations. Loyalty 
runs deep. People give of their time and their resources because 
that’s what they have always done—and what their fathers and 
mothers before them did. People may complain. They may 
compare us unfavorably to the great Buffalo community of the 
past. But they care in a way that transcends a particular rabbi or 
a particular need or even a particular synagogue building. We 
could move our synagogue to the farthest reaches of Clarence 
and it would still echo with the spirit of Hamlin Park and North 
Buffalo. 

Buffalo grows on you. The Buffalo Jewish community grows on 
you. And, yes, TBT has grown on us. Soon enough, it’s hard to 
leave. But at the end of the month, Illyse, Yoni and I are leaving. 
We will be leaving a synagogue we love, people we feel close to 
and really care about. It will be hard to say good-bye. 

There is a wonderful story in the Torah that has helped me 
frame my thoughts as we prepare to leave Temple Beth Tzedek. 
Sometime after the Israelites leave Egypt, Yitro, Moses’ father-
in-law, travels across the wilderness from Midian to meet up 
with Moses. He brings Moses’ wife Tzipporah and their two 
sons with him. Yitro means only to escort Moses’ family to 

Temple Beth Tzedek 

Together, we serve God. 
All the rest is commentary.
Our purpose of being is formed by Torah. The beginning 
and end of Torah is loving-kindness. We view all 
human beings with infinite dignity, created in the 
image of God.

Through worship we encounter God.  Living in a 
world in need of repair demands personal response - 
mitzvot. We are committed to lifelong learning and 
to nurturing an inclusive, caring community. We 
enrich our lives by sharing the joys of life and burdens 
of sorrow.  We remember and honor those who came 
before us and are mindful of our responsibility to 
transmit this heritage to new generations.  

This is who we are: we strengthen the State of Israel; 
we deepen our bond to the People Israel; we serve 
God’s ends.


